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Karst and Karst Aquifers

Å Karst is a distinctive type of landscape that is formed from the 

dissolution of soluble rocks, including limestone and dolomite 

Å Karst is characterized by sinkholes and caves and 

underground drainage systems

Å Karst aquifers, that is, aquifers in karst regions, are capable 

of supplying large quantities of water

Å Karst landscapes are often very scenic areas



ÅWater doesnôt flow similarly in all parts of the aquifer

(Inhomogeneous)

ÅWater flows preferentially in one direction rather than

another (Anisotropic)

Water velocities are a few inches per day Water velocities can be miles per day

Karst aquifers are different from other 
aquifers (such as sandstone) in that:

Sandstone aquifer Karst aquifer
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Urbanization: How has Austin 
grown since 1839
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We live here because of karst é
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