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Jaguar: “Lost Biodiversity”

Lost Biodiversity
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Texas Blind Salamander: “Endangered Species”
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New Gambusia: “New Discoveries”
New Discoveries
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Central Texas, zoom-in
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Comp: frog, ant, salamander, clam, vireo
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Houston Toad: “Habitat destruction”
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Habitat DestructionHabitat Destruction



Breeding Pond
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Habitat: Lost Pines
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Habitat loss
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New: development
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B. houstonensis x B. woodhousii (amplexus)
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B. houstonensis x B. valliceps

14



Houston Toad (Bufo houstonensis)

15

Sound for PC:

Double click here

The sound called: 15.b. houst.sing.47.11k.aiff,  does not play in Adobe Acrobat.

15.b. houst.sing.47.11k.aiff  can be found in the images directory.

The sound called: 15.b. houst.sing.47.11k.aiff,  does not play in Adobe Acrobat.

15.b. houst.sing.47.11k.aiff can be found in the images directory.

Sound for Mac

Click once, with cursor on 

image, to activate sound.

A warning may come up

about viruses.
Just click OK.

../../4 Images.jpg/High Res/15b_houstsing47_11k.aiff
../../4 Images.jpg/High Res/15b_houstsing47_11k.aiff


Gulf Coast Toad (Bufo valliceps)
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Woodhouse’s Toad (Bufo woodhousii)
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Gray Treefrog (Hyla versicolor)
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Spotted Chorus Frog (Pseudacris clarkii)
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Strecker’s Chorus Frog (Pseudacris streckeri)
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Great Plains Narrowmouth Toad (Gastrophryne olivacea)
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Great Plains Narrowmouth Toad in tarantula burrow with tarantula
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Couch’s Spadefoot Toad (Scaphiopus couchi)
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Southern Leopard Frog (Rana sphenocephala)
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Bronze Frog (Rana clamitans)
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Composite of 10 frogs
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Texas Blind Salamander: “Caves and Springs”
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Caves and SpringsCaves and Springs



Cave
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Devil’s Sinkhole Honey Creek Cave



Salado Springs
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Salado Springs salamanders
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Barton Springs
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Barton Springs salamander
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Austin Blind Salamander
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Blind Catfish
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Cave isopod
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Non-Texan isopod
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Flatworm
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Mantleflap: “Degradation of Rivers”
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Degradation of Rivers



Native Clams
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Native Clams with small Austin clams
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Fireants: “Introduced Species”
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Introduced SpeciesIntroduced Species



Fireant stings
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Leaf-cutters (Atta texana)
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Horned Lizard
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Ants under attack by phorid flies
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Vireo with cowbird chicks: Effects of Agriculture
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Effects of AgricultureEffects of Agriculture



Golden-cheeked warbler
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Vireo nest with cowbird eggs
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Vireo nest, fireants attacking
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Cowbird in vireo nest
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Cowbird trap
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What can you do to help: Habitat Destruction
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Habitat Destruction

• Support low-impact development

• Help direct development away from 

environmentally  sensitive areas

• Support nature preserves

• Support family planning

What can you do to help?What can you do to help?



What can you do to help: Habitat Protection
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Habitat Protection

What can you do to help?What can you do to help?



What can you do to help: Water Use
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Water Use: Loss of Aquifers & Springs

• Conserve water

• Use rainwater irrigation

• Re-use gray water for irrigation

• Support and practice xeriscaping

What can you do to help?What can you do to help?



What can you do to help: Water Degradation/Pollution
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Water Degradation/Water Pollution

• Proper disposal of toxic materials:  storm 

drains are only for water

• Reduce use of pesticides, herbicides and 

fertilizers

• Careful planning, location and  management 

of reservoirs

What can you do to help?What can you do to help?



What can you do to help: Introduced species
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Introduced Species

• Do not import or release exotic plants 

or animals

• Do not release ex-pets (especially 

aquarium plants and animals)

What can you do to help?What can you do to help?



What can you do to help: Agriculture
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Agriculture

• Support smart agriculture:  crop rotation, 

polyculture, biocontrol, etc.

• Support alternative tax exemptions for wildlife 

management

• Support low-impact, sustainable use alternatives 

for sensitive areas:  habitat preserved for game 

species  protects non-game as well

What can you do to help?What can you do to help?
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