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90F?

or 74F?

FRI SAT SUN TODAY



HIGH WAS 89F!

FRI SAT SUN TODAY



FRI SAT SUN TODAY

Moisture!



What?

You want a rainfall forecast too??

Rain? or No rain?







Let’s 

start by 

putting 

you in 

our 

shoes!

What do 

you see?









































Cumulus Godzillus?









Meteorologists must calmly and patiently observe..

and try NOT to be distracted by external influences.





Meteorologists do the “data” thing very well! 

But we have a ways to go on the education side!

What can you tell me 

about these 2 datasets?
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An “average” is the typical way 

of characterizing datasets



And the public sees it every day!

And you see these “averages” presented every day!

Climate is simply the “average” of weather!
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How can we better metricize 

the variability? Or the 

extremes?

How can we better metricize the 

variability? Or the extremes?



2009

2013

“Planet KD”



Why did Planet KD35’s “climate” decrease by 2 points per game from 

2009 to 2013?

1. Planet KD climate is getting “colder”??

a) Getting older?

b) Injury?

2. Planet KD climate influenced by teammates?

a) Russell Westbrook taking too many shots?

b) Kendrick Perkins losing the ball out of bounds too often?

3. Planet KD climate influenced by coaching decisions?

a) pass more (assists from 2.8 in 2009 to 4.6 in 2013)?

b) play less (played 120 fewer minutes in 2013 than in 2009)?

4. Planet KD climate influenced by defense? (There are 5 players trying to 

prevent him from scoring!)  (he doesn’t go to his left well!)

Could it be a complex combination of all 4? Or more? 

Internal factors? External factors? A combination? Can we even list them all?

(and the domain is but 50 feet by 94 feet!!) And… what about the future???

Attribution IS the “HOLY GRAIL” 

of any statistical analysis!



Trends do not a forecast make! 

The black diamonds are 2014 … 32 points per game (career best)

(blue is still 2010, orange is still 2013)



GAME 42!



Orange is the career “PDF” of KD points each game 
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“KD has scored     25 points in a game 36 times”



Climograph Tool



Orange is the career “PDF”  Green = 2008 (PDF of KD points in game)



Orange is the career “PDF”  Blue is 2014 (PDF of KD points in game)



Orange is the career “PDF”  Blue is 2014 Green is 2008



Have to get to a 6th order equation before the extremes are captured



The mathematical representation (or CLIMATE) of Planet KD!





The Climatologist’s Shot Chart!!











August 2014 marked the 29th consecutive August and 

353rd consecutive month with a global temperature above 

the 20th century average. 

The last global, below-average monthly temperature for 

any month was February 1985.

Where were you in 1985?



August 2014 marked the 29th consecutive August and 

353rd consecutive month with a global temperature above 

the 20th century average. 

The last global, below-average monthly temperature for 

any month was February 1985.

Imagine if KD went 30 years and never scored less than 

his career average on ANY night. (27 points/game)

(1/2 a year was nightly news!)

Where were you in 1985?
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Orange = Tmax ; Blue= Tmin

















THANK YOU!

@TexasEmbassy

Longhorn@OU.eduCONTACT:

THANK YOU and HOOK EM HORNS!
Dr. Kevin Kloesel, UT-Austin Class of 1984



Dr. Kevin Kloesel

Kevin Kloesel provides weather data, analysis and expertise 

to stakeholders and decision-makers throughout the state of 

Oklahoma and OU. Make no mistake when it comes to sports 

however, as Kevin is a Lifetime Longhorn.

Kevin works with thousands of K-12 students and teachers 

and has provided weather-related training to several foreign 

countries, the NFL, NCAA, NASCAR, as well as numerous 

sports venues, concert halls, and amusement parks. He was 

the content designer for Scholastic’s The Magic School Bus 

Kicks Up a Storm children’s museum exhibit currently on tour.


